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Introduction b A A

When people talk about SEO,
they’re often referring to

on your website and link
building to
in search engines.

But there’s another aspect of SEO that can improve the way search engines read
and understand your website content: schema markup.

Schema markup is a powerful but underutilised type of SEO that can help boost click-throughs
to your website and indirectly impact your website’s ranking in search results. In fact,

websites with schema markup rank an average of four positions higher in SERPs
than those without.

So, what exactly is schema markup and how can you use it to improve your SEO efforts? In this
eBook we walk you through how to get started with all things schema markup.


https://www.yellow.com.au/product/yellow-seo/
https://neilpatel.com/blog/get-started-using-schema/
https://neilpatel.com/blog/get-started-using-schema/
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What is schema markup?

In a nutshell, schema markup
is code you put on the HTML
of a web page to provide
additional detail about the
content of that page.

It's useful because it helps give
search engines further information
about a page's content, in turn
providing users with more relevant
results.

When schema markup is added to
a web page, it typically creates an
enhanced description (commonly
known as a ‘rich snippet’) that
appears in search results.

Here's an example of a search
result for a web page with schema
markup:

concreteplayground.com » sydney » events ~

m‘n*‘

g

Sydney Events & Things to Do | Concrete Playground Sydney

POPULAR EVENTS. Prince of York x Happy Endings Comedy Club. $10 Cocktails and Burgers
at Harpoon Harry. Bottomless Tacos & Margaritas. Orange Winter Fire Festival 2020.

22Feb-1Dec Shadow catchers

12 Mar - 31 Aug Cherry Blossom Rooftop Bar
5 Apr - 3Aug Australian Ballet 2020 Digital ...

In this example, event schema
markup (code) has been added

to the HTML of the events page
telling search engines to display a
schedule of upcoming events in the
search result.

There are many types of schema
markup that can be used for
different purposes, which we'll
cover in the next section. These
are all created by ,
which is a collaborative effort by
Google, Bing, Yahoo! and other

search engines to support common
structured data markup on web
pages. In other words, if you
integrate schema markup on any
page of your site, all participating
search engines will recognise the
same code.

Why is schema markup
important?

Although schema markup doesn’t
directly impact your website's
ranking in search engines, it helps

your web pages appear in the
most relevant search results and
encourages click-throughs to your
website. Both of these things can
boost your rankings by improving
the relevancy, trustworthiness and
authority of your website.

Most importantly, implementing
schema markup helps make your
web pages appear much more
engaging and detailed in search
results.

Instead of a typical web page
search result (which only displays
page title, URL link and brief
description), a web page that's
been tagged with schema markup
usually contains additional
information and makes it more likely
a user will click on the link to view
the page.


https://schema.org
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Depending on the type of schema
markup used, the information
displayed can include star ratings,
video thumbnails, business details
and more.

several
case studies that show:

PAGES DISPLAYED AS
k RICH RESULTS GET

CLICK-THROUGH
RATE THAN THOSE
THAT DON'T

BRANDS EXPERIENCE

ON RICH
RESULTS PAGES
AND A 3.6X HIGHER
INTERACTION ON
THOSE PAGES.

According to research by Search
Engine Watch,

This presents a huge opportunity
for your business to stand out from
the competition and drive more
users to your website.

Schema markup vs rich
snippets: What's the
difference?

Schema markup and rich snippets
are sometimes referred to
interchangeably, although there are
key differences between the two.

As mentioned earlier, schema

markup is code you put on your
website to help search engines
return more informative results.

Rich snippets are search results
that display more information than

Understanding key terms

When you read about schema markup, you'll come across key terms
that refer to the process of adding code to your website to improve
how your web pages appear in search results. Here's a summary of

what each term means:

is the vocabulary that
defines the terms and values
used in schema markup. Think
of it as like a dictionary that
outlines the meaning of different
schema tags/code. Schema.org
governs this dictionary.

is the code
you put on your website to help
search engines return more
informative results for users.

are search
results that display more
information than a standard
search result, usually because
the web pages have been
tagged with schema markup.

a standard page title, URL and
description. Rich snippets can
include lists, product information,
questions and answers, images,
star ratings, business details and
more.

Implementing schema markup on
your website helps ensure that your
web pages' search results appear
as relevant rich snippets.

However, you don't necessarily
need to use schema markup for
your web pages to appear as rich
snippets. If a search engine's
algorithm determines that a search

is a method of collecting

all the data about your website

in one piece of code that can be
added anywhere. Using JSON-
LD, you can implement schema
markup in one block without
having to add code to individual
HTML elements on every page.

is another format of
structured data that can be added
to the HTML elements of individual
web pages.

is a system of
labelling your web pages to make
it easier for search engines to
crawl, organise and display your
content.

engine results page would benefit
from having a rich snippet box,

it will automatically pull relevant
information from a web page and
present it as a rich snippet in the
search results.

On the other hand, even if you do
implement schema markup on a
web page it's not guaranteed to
appear as a rich snippet in search
results, but it does significantly
increase your chances.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B0BA7Tswavs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.searchenginewatch.com/2017/04/18/the-state-of-schema-org-what-are-the-biggest-challenges-surrounding-schema-markup/
https://www.searchenginewatch.com/2017/04/18/the-state-of-schema-org-what-are-the-biggest-challenges-surrounding-schema-markup/
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Schema examples

Nowadays, there are many types of schema markup that can be used for different types of content on
web pages.

Each type can be used to display certain information in search results depending on the web page’s content.

Here are some of the most popular types of schema markup used today:

LocalBusiness

Mr Sparky Electrical Services thchia

Services

LocalBusiness schema gives search engines more information
about a business, charity or club. There are various subtypes
of LocalBusiness schema for different types of businesses and
industries.

1 Sporky

Website Directions Save

5.0 59 Google reviews

Electrician in Marrickville, New South Wales

If your business has multiple Iocations, you can also use Address: U18, 76B Edinburgh Rd Marrickville, Sydney NSW 2204

separate schema markup for each location page. K Clpam - Cine CEM -

Phone: 1300 770 771

Appointments: mrsparky.com.au
/\ Hours or services may differ

Suggest an edit - Own this business?

Questions & answers
Be the first to ask a question

Ask a question

GO gle tina fey n

A New oo B ;
Article e

In the news
As the name suggests, article markup tells search engines that o s s TN PSS R
the content on your page is an article, blog or news story. Using e ;enwaZig‘fig:ho‘f’m;d;wv.amg e oot forGhistmas T
article markup can help get your page included in Google News P TEFRY pe pom,@ey( R:my prprm

Variety - 22 hour

and ‘Top Stories’ carousels.
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Breadcrumb
Breadcrumbs are a secondary navigation aid implemented on
websites to assist users in finding their way around a site using

links at the top of each page. Breadcrumbs schema tells search
engines to use these links to enhance your search results.

Event
Event schema markup tells search engines about important

details on a web page for events like concerts, conferences,
sports games, and festivals.

FAQ schema

FAQ schema tells search engines that a web page contains a list
of frequently asked questions and their answers.

Product

Product schema is used to display information about a product on
a web page, such as pricing and ratings.

www.apple.com » itunes ~

iTunes - Apple (AU)
iTunes is going places. Visit the iTunes Store on iOS to buy and download your favourite songs,
TV shows, movies and podcasts. You can also download macOsS ...

Sell Your Content
Get your books, music, TV shows,
movies and apps in front of ...

Music Downloads on iTunes
Preview, buy, and download music
from your favourite artists on ...

Link to iTunes
The best place to find links for
Apple Music is the new Toolbox ...

Upgrade to macOS Catalina
Upgrading from macOS Mojave?
Go to Software Update in ...

More results from apple.com »

concreteplayground.com » sydney » events ~
Sydney Events & Things to Do | Concrete Playground Sydney

POPULAR EVENTS. Prince of York x Happy Endings Comedy Club. $10 Cocktails and Burgers
at Harpoon Harry. Bottomless Tacos & Margaritas. Orange Winter Fire Festival 2020.

22Feb-1Dec  Shadow catchers
12 Mar - 31 Aug  Cherry Blossom Rooftop Bar

5 Apr - 3 Aug Australian Ballet 2020 Digital ...

&.
0

digital marketing

What is Digital Marketing? Overview & Resources - Marketo
https://www.marketo.com/digital-marketing/ v
At a high level, digital marketing refers to advertising delivered through digital channels such as search

engines, websites, social media, email, and mobile apps.

Digital Marketing Made Simple: A Step-by-Step Guide - Neil Patel
https://neilpatel.com/what-is-digital-marketing/
Digital marketing. Just another one of those new, fancy buzzwords you should use to sound smart in

meetings or is it the real deal? Maybe a better question is:

What is digital marketing? v
Why digital marketing matters? v
What channels make up digital marketing? v
What's the future of digital marketing? v
dyson v8 animal X $ Q
www.thegoodguys.com.au » ... > Stick Vacuums v

Dyson 298903-01 V8 Animal Extra Cordless Vacuum at The ...
The Dyson V8 Animal is also lightweight and balanced, making it possible to clean those
ordinarily hard-to-reach ceilings. ( 1)Up to 25 minutes with motorised floor tool attached. Up to 7

ents of $79.90
Ratma 4.5 - 14 reviews - $799.00




- sydney plumbers X & Q
SiXx.
Plumber Sydney | 24 Hour Emergenc; Plumbing - Silverwater ...
A t R t - Sydney Plumbing Company that can Fix Anything: Plumber Sydney. Fix Blocked Toilets. Fix
Drain Leaks. Hot Water System Replacement. Gas Leak Detection. Blocked Drain Plumber.
ggrega e a Ing Pipe Relining. Gas Fitti y!
Similar to product schema, AggregateRating schema is used to
display the average review score for a product or service.
Seven e =+ 2
n
‘www.taste.com.au » Recipes ~
Lamingtons - Taste
R e c i p e Ingredients. 1259 butter, softened. 1 cup caster sugar. 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract.

Recipe schema is used to display reviews, time to cook, nutritional
information and other details about a recipe on a web page.
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How to implement schema
markup

Before 2015, schema markup had to be coded with individual HTML elements on each page and
wrapped around the data that needed to be marked up.

Nowadays, even if you know next-to-nothing about web development, you can still easily add schema markup to your
website using Google's Structured Data Markup Helper.

Follow these steps to get started:

Google Structured Data Markup Helper

Step m‘ -

Go to Google’s

Structured Data Markup Helper

Structured Data
M k H I This tool will help you add structured-data markup to a sample web page. Learn more
ar u p e pe r- To get started, select a data type, then paste the URL or HTML source of the page you wish to mark up below:
Articles Book Reviews Datasets
You'll need to sign in to your Google Events Job Postings Local Businesses

Movies Products Question & Answer Page

account to use this tool. Here's
Restaurants Software Applications TV Episodes

what the first screen looks like:

Step

Choose the type of data you want to mark up.

For this example, we'll use “Articles”.


https://www.google.com/webmasters/markup-helper/u/0/
https://www.google.com/webmasters/markup-helper/u/0/
https://www.google.com/webmasters/markup-helper/u/0/
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Step

Enter the URL of the page
you want to markup.

You can also paste in the page’s HTML
directly. Once you've pasted in the page
URL or HTML, click “Start Tagging.”

Step

Highlight the elements
you want to mark up.

In the right-hand column, you'll see there
are various elements you can mark up by
highlighting and tagging those sections of
the page. You can choose to add some
or all of these elements depending on the
information on the page.

Step

Create the HTML.

Part 1:

Once you've finished highlighting and
adding all the relevant elements, click
‘Create HTML'.

age Tag Data View HTML

Google Structured Data Markup Helper

Structured Data Markup Helper
Websito Email

‘This tool will help you add structured-data markup to a sample web page. Learn more

To get started, select a data type, then paste the URL or HTML source of the page you wish to mark up below.

—  (©) Aficies Book Reviews Datasets
Events Job Postings Local Businesses
Movies Products Question & Answer Page
Restaurants Software Applications. TV Episodes
uRL wL
> = [
»
Google Structured Data Markup Helper S S ki
A Find a business. & vellow for Business ‘Speakto an exper. 132 489
Ut your business Al products ===
sensisBS My Data ltems (1)
Business i ® ®
5 o Adicia
- Name:
Your SEO content checklist:
where and how to optimise your
At
content.
Statogit
. Ay /1
SEO: the techniques used to get your ‘ AN s
website in the top organic (unpaid) search / c
results. S /
S ' A
With SEO typically taking between 3 to 8 months to kick in, now's a great time to {4 Add missing tage
get your SEO strategy sorted for the New Year. Our handy guide takes you B your best online and save

View HTML
[

Help Q-

2ak to an expert % 132 489

icts
My Dat: s (1)
myYollow  Contact us Article @

Name: Your SEO content
checklist: where and
how to optimise your
content.

Author: Samantha Thorne X
Marketer and
Strategist

Date published
Image
November 23, 2018 Article section

Article bodv
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Step

Create the HTML.

Part 2:

On the following page, you'll see the tool
has provided the code you need to add to
your article.

Step

Copy or download the
generated schema
markup.

Once you click “Finish”, you'll be shown
a series of next steps.

Step

Enter Page Tag Data \/mw‘ww Help
 J
wpert W 132 489
4~ Back to tagging JSON-LD + Download
Structured data as JSON-LD Markup
Add the script block below to the head section of you
i lica
fc x
w to o ¢
an eter and s
Enter Page Tag Data View HTML ok
at @132 489
4~ Back to tagging JSON-LD + Download

&~

Finish

Articles %

-

Finish

p — Download generated markup

Structured data as JSON-LD Markup

Add the script block below to the head

<l-- JSON-LD markup generated by Google Structured ™ “mer. -->
<script type="application/ld+json">
{ /Steps
“@context” : "http://schema.org",
"gtype” : "Article”,
“name” : "Your SEO content checklist
“author" : {
"@type" : "Person”,

Add the Structured Data to your source code
textas a guideline for what to add

Find more properties (optional)
The schema.org documentation lists all properties available for

“name" : "Samantha Thorne Market
this type. If you see any properties you are interested in that are
} not available in Markup Helper, you may add them manually.
}
</script> Test your Structured Data

After implementing the recommended markup on your website,
use the Structured Data Testing Tool to make sure Google
understands it correctly.

atinue

Add the schema markup to your web page.

Please edit your web page's HTML source, using the highlightex

Articles

The way to do this depends on how your website is built. If you use a CMS such as Wordpress or Squarespace, you can
paste the code inside the <head> tag of the page’s source code using the custom editor.

If you use a CMS with an ecosystem of plugins, you might also be able to download a plugin and automate some or all

of your schema markup.

For more complex or custom-built websites, talk to your developers for help with implementing schema markup.
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Using a schema markup
generator

Google's Structured Data
Markup Helper is useful for
creating some of the most
common types of schema
markup, but it isn’t an
exhaustive list. If you want to
add other types of schema
markup — schema for a special
offer on a product or service,
for example — you can use a

instead.

Schema markup generators are
similar to Google’s Structured
Data Markup Helper, except
they cover a broader range of
schema types and can be a bit
more complex to use. You can
browse the

Testing your schema
markup

Once you've implemented
structured data on a web page,
you can test it using

Just enter the URL of the page
with the schema markup and
click “Run test”:

Google Structured Data Testing Tool

Test your structured data

FETCH URL CODE SNIPPE

& htips:/www.yellow.com.a

Explore the Search Gallery.

If there are any errors or
warnings associated with the
schema markup, they'll be
explained in the right-hand
column of the tool:

) hubly (i et

1 <ldoctype html>
2 <html lang="en’ class='hub-template-default single single-hub postid-1163"> Detected
3 <heac>

4 <mota charset="utf-8">

content="ic-edge">
h-device-width, initial-scale=l, shrink-to-fit=n

NewsArticle
9
10 "https: //2kSzke3drtv] fuweclnzuxgy
1 ¥ 2 ef="httpa://2k5zkeddrty] fuvecinzy Organization
12 <link rel="icon type="image/png’ sizes='16x16" href="https://2kSzke3drtv]fuwecinzy
13 <script sro="https:/ dobedt: 5c0f2e.

Person

te tick the right bo
au/business-hub/your

n
. yellow.c:

5 1/ /v £acebook, com/ Yel lowhust ra

ye . au/wp-content /uploads /20!

- yellow. com. au/wp-centent/ug

Leam more about this tool.

NEWTEST ¢

0ERRORS OWARNINGS 4 ITEMS

OERRORS O WARNINGS  1ITEM

0ERRORS O WARNINGS  1ITEM

OERRORS O WARNINGS 2 ITEMS


https://technicalseo.com/tools/schema-markup-generator/
https://schema.org/docs/full.html
https://schema.org/docs/full.html
https://search.google.com/structured-data/testing-tool
https://search.google.com/structured-data/testing-tool

1.0 Where to get help with schema markup Jor vy

How a Yellow Pages
Online listing
your SEO.

o

One of the most effective (and easiest) ways to improve your online presence and rank higher on
Google is to list your business on Yellow Pages Online. In fact,Yellow Pages Online listings appear on
the first page of search results for nearly 450,000 keywords Australia-wide.* From a free listing to a
content-rich paid ad, we have a plan to suit your business and your budget. Talk to us about a Yellow
Pages Online listing and start growing your business today.

*Ahrefs, correct as at September 2022.


https://www.yellow.com.au/product/yellow-online/



